
I found in my research that this is a frequently confused point when following 

Robert's Rules of Order.  From Roberts Rules:   

 

" A  m a j o r i t y  v o t e ,  t h a t  i s ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t ,  i g n o r i n g  b l a n k s ,  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  







or a majority or two thirds of the entire membership, an abstention will have the same effect as a "no" 
vote. Even in such a case, however, an abstention is not a vote. [RONR (10th ed.), p. 387, l. 7-13; p. 388, 
l. 3-6; p. 390, l. 13-24; see also p.66 of RONR In Brief.] 
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