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SUBMITTED BY:

REQUEST FOR A NEW MINOR

College/School

Phone

FacultyContact

Natural Science and

Mathematics

907-474-5389

Erin Pettit

Carl Tape

Department Geology and Geophysics

Prepared by Erin Pettit and Carl Tape

Email Contact oeMit@fii.alaska.edu

carltapc@gi.alaska.cdu
Seehttp://www.uaf.edu/uafeov/facultv-senate/curriculum/course-deeree-procedures-/ for a complete description of the
rulesgoverningcurriculum &course changes.

PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION:

TITLE OF MINOR:

*Number ofcreditsrequired for completion (minimum is 15):
♦"Unless otherwise specified by the appropriate academic unit, a course may be used more than once
toward fulfilling degree, certificate, major and minor requirements. Credit hours for these courses
count only once toward total credits required for the degree or certificate. Certifying that [the student
has] met all major and minor requirements is the responsibility of [the student's] department faculty,
who notify the Registrar's Office." From the General University Requirements section of "How to
Earn a Bachelor's Degree" in the UAF Catalog.

Do all the required coursescurrently exist?

Geophysics

Ifnot, list thecorresponding New Coursepaperwork associated with thisrequest:

F3770: Ice in the Climate System
F431: Foundations of Geophysics

A. DESCRIPTION OFTHE PROPOSED MINOR. Include reasons justifying its creation; objectives of theminorand
relationship of therequiredcourses to those objectives.

The Department of Geology and Geophysics currently has a minor focused on the geology side of the
department, but no minor available for those interested in Geophysics. We regularly get students interested in
Geophysics because of its application to the oil industry,volcanoes,earthquakes, glaciers,climate, and related
studies relevant to living and working in Alaska. Because of the prerequisites necessary to accomplish the
coursework proposed for this minor, the most likely students to request it are Physics, Math, Chemistry,
Engineering or similarmajors. In particular the Geophysics minorcan provide these students with rigorous,
quantitative, intriguing Earth Science applications for the theories and fundamentals they are acquiring as
students in these other departments. UAF has a world-renowned research program in geophysics. The minor
would help connect the geophysics expertise to a pool ofundergraduate students seeking to gain breadthand
flexibility for future opportunities in either academia or the workforce.
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