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Nearly three-quarters of Rural College courses are distance-delivered, offering students statewide the 

opportunity to take courses at a time and place of th
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Other Rural College Programs 

ORC Academic Programs  

Following is a list of academic programs available through the following programs: Rural College Health 

Programs, Early Childhood Development, and DANRD.  

�x Developmental Studies   

�x Occupational Endorsements  … Rural Human Services, Construction Trades Technology, Rural 

Nutrition, and Roads Scholar.  

�x Associate of Arts … General Studies. 

�x Associate of Science … General Studies. 

�x Bachelor•s … Rural Development, Education, Child Development and Family Studies. 

�x Master•s … Rural Development. 

Two majors are available from the Rural College, Childhood Development and Family Studies and Rural 

Development. Rural College students can also earn baccalaureate and graduate degrees in cross-cultural 

studies, education, and social work in conjun ction with UAF College of Liberal Arts and the School of 

Education. In FY 2008 the Rural College awarded nine Bachelor•s degrees and five Master•s degrees. 

Department of Alaska Native and Rural Development (DANRD) 

Rural Development (RD) is a distance delivery program offered through UAF•s Rural College with faculty and 

staff based in Fairbanks, Anchorage, Bethel, and Dillingham. The program focuses on developing community 

leaders whose work will improve the lives of people living in rural Alaska. DANRD originated at UAF in 1984, 

and expanded its reach to rural students in 1994 through the Applied Field-Based Program. The program 

offers classes through audio conference, Elluminate-Live, Blackboard and intensive face-to-face seminars held 

at least once per semester in many locations around the state.  
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petroleum engineering, business management, education, biochemistry, and ge oscience. Students who 

graduate earn between seven and eleven college credits. 

RAHI has proven its success. In 2006 the American Institutes for Research conducted a study on the RAHI 

program, finding that •When just comparing minority st udents, RAHI rural Alaska Natives were nearly twice 

as likely to complete a Bachelor•s degree program as other rural Alaska Natives (19 percent versus 10 

percent).Ž There are over 1,250 RAHI graduates, many of whom went on to receive advanced degrees. 

RAHI II, Next Step started in 2007. These students ar
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Other Rural College Student  
Characteristics and Demographics  

Following are selected characteristics of ORC programs (Rural College Health Programs, Early Childhood 
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SPENDING ON GOODS AND SERVICES 

The study team analyzed detailed spending data provided by UAF CRCD for Rural College nonpersonnel 

spending. Ratios were developed for expenditures by location and applied to the Rural College spending data 

in Table 17. Rural College nonpersonnel (goods and services) expenditures totaled $3.8 million in FY 2008. 

More than two-thirds of Rural College spending occurred  within the state. Half of all spending on goods and 

services ($1.9 million) occurred in Fairbanks and 10 percent in Anchorage. In total, spending occurred with 

175 vendors in 50 communities around the state.  

Table 18 
Rural College Goods and Services Expenditures, FY 2008  

 Amount % of Total 

Fairbanks $1,908,000 50% 

Anchorage 376,000 10 

Other Alaska communities 362,000 9 

Total in-state expenditures $2,646,000 69% 

Out of state expenditures  1,196,000 31 

Total $3,842,000 100% 

Source: UAF College of Rural and Community Development, McDowell Group analysis. 

EMPLOYMENT  

Employment during the Fall 2007 and Spring 2008 seme sters averaged about 160 to 170 jobs. Typical staff 

levels are illustrated in the table below. In Fall 2008, 
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PAYROLL 

Almost all Rural College FY 2008 payroll and benefits ($7.2 million of $7.6 million) was paid to Alaska 

residents. About two-thirds of Rural College staff lived in the Fairbanks area and received $5.5 million of in-

state payroll spending.  

Table 20 
Rural College Payroll by Location, FY 2008  

 Amount 
% of Total 

Payroll 

Fairbanks residents $5,472,700 72% 

Anchorage 853,200 11 

Other Alaska communities 873,100 12 

Alaska residents total $7,199,000 95% 

Nonresidents 412,900 5 

Total $7,611,900 100% 

Source: UAF College of Rural and Community Development. 
Note: Figures have been rounded. 
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Economic Impacts of Rural College 

The economic impact estimates below are based on a widely used input/output model, IMPLAN, which 

estimates multipliers for determining the effects of employment and payroll on regional and statewide 

economies. There are three types of economic impacts related to Rural College spending and employment: 

€ Direct impacts: Campus spending on goods, services, student aid, and payroll. 

€ Indirect  


