






plex and there are o�en many factors involved that can 
make generalizations di�cult. A dead tree that is closer to 
a structure than one and a half times its height should be 
removed to reduce risk of �re or falling. Pruning o� dead 
branches from the lower portion of trees can reduce the 
risk of �re moving up the tree. For more information on 
wild�re, contact the Alaska Division of Forestry.

Is there anything I can do to prevent future 
outbreaks of bark beetles on my property?
Maintaining a mixture of native tree species and age 
classes is a good approach to maintaining a healthy and 
pest-resilient forest area. Landowners and homeowners 
should be cautious about leaving fresh spruce �rewood 
on their property and especially about stacking it against 
or near living spruce trees. Spruce �rewood with bark can 
bring beetles onto your property if the wood is infested. If 

bringing in spruce �rewood, store only enough for a single 
winter’s use or debark the material for longer-term storage.

For more information on managing spruce beetles, contact 
your local Cooperative Extension Service.

For more information
“Spruce Beetle in Alaska’s Forests,” www.alaskasprucebee-
tle.org

“Spruce Beetle in Alaska’s Forests,” Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources, Division of Forestry & Fire Protection, 
http://forestry.alaska.gov/insects/sprucebeetle

Forest and Grassland Health, “Spruce Beetle,” U. S. Forest 
Service, www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/r10/forest-grassland-
health/?cid=FSEPRD536861&width=full
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