


Goals and Learning Objectives
The broad goal of the capstone project is to integrate knowledge and skills learned in previous
courses, including scientific knowledge, quantitative literacy, and communication skills, and to apply
these products of the university education to a creative activity. For a biologist, a fundamental
expression of applied knowledge, creativity, and critical reasoning is to engage in scientific inquiry.

The learning objectives of the capstone project are as follows:
● Learn through experience to pose and test biological
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A student may receive course credit for the mentored research project by enrolling in individual
study (e.g. BIOL F497), and these credits may be applied to the student's degree requirements;
however, course credits are not necessary for completion of the capstone project.

What If I Do Not Complete the Project Within a Semester?
A capstone research project might extend across several semesters, or an initial project may be
abandoned in favor of a new one. In these cases, there is no need to register for BIOL F400
repeatedly. If the capstone project is not completed, or not completed satisfactorily, within a
semester, the BIOL F400 grade will be deferred (DF) grade until a later semester. The DF will be
changed to P when the student passes the capstone project. A DF grade will convert to a W after
two years. The BIOL F400 coordinator can prevent this conversion if the student demonstrates she
or he is actively working to complete a project.

The Research Capstone Assignments in More Detail

Written report
All capstone projects must include a written report. This is typically a final paper expressing the
study goals, methods, findings, and conclusions written in the style of a scientific paper, but in
special cases it be a research Res Witt
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Oral presentation
The findings of all capstone projects must also be communicated orally. Oral presentations may
be delivered in class, at a scientific conference, at UAF Research Day, or in another
mentor-approved setting. Digitally-illustrated oral presentations and poster presentations are
the most common forms of oral presentation.

Assessment of the Research Capstone Project
The expectations and assessment of the capstone project are the same regardless of whether the
capstone is completed within a designated course or by working individually with a faculty mentor.
All capstone projects are assessed using a standard evaluation rubric, which is reproduced at the
end of this syllabus. A student must score “adequate” or above on all aspects of the evaluation
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● Obtaining an extension on an assignment or permissi
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mailto:diane.wagner@alaska.edu


Disability services statement: I will work with the Office of Disability Services to provide
reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities.

ASUAF advocacy statement: The Associated Students of the University of Alaska Fairbanks, the
student government of UAF, offers advocacy services to students who feel they are facing issues
with staff, faculty, and/or other students specificall



University Sponsored Off-Campus Programs and Research Activities
We want you to know that:

1. UA is an AA/EO employer and educational institution and prohibits illegal discrimination
against any individual: www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination.

2. Incidents can be reported to your university’s Equity and Compliance office (listed below)
or online reporting portal. University of Alaska takes immediate, effective, and
appropriate action to respond to reported acts of discrimination and harassment.

3. There are supportive measures available to individuals that may have experienced
discrimination. 4. University of Alaska’s Board of Regents’ Policy & University Regulations (UA
BoR P&R) 01.02.020 Nondiscrimination and 01.04


